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HOW TO DECRAPIFY YOU R NEW WIN PC  
 
Have you purchased a new brand-name PC recently? I have. I just bought a laptop for 
my mum, and the thing was just riddled with garbage. This tutorial will guide you step 
by step through removing the garbage, determining what is and isnõt needed, and offer 
some tips on what software you should install in place of the useless stuff.  
 

 
 
First up - why does your new HP/Dell/Acer/óBrand Name PCó come with all this 
useless software? Because software vendors pay hardware manufacturers to include it 
on the systems. Much of it is trial-based (you can only use it for x days before youõre 
required to purchase it), some is shareware, and some is free but absolutely useless. 
The following steps will help you get the most out of your new Windows PC.  
 

1. Update Windows  
2. Backup your device drivers  
3. Uninstall the garbage  
4. Install needed software  

 
 

Update Windows  
 
After youõve started your new PC for the first time youõll be taken through the initial 
òset up Windowsó procedure. This usually involves creating the first user, setting a 
password for that user and configuring your Internet connection. After all of that has 
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completed, run Windows Update. No matter how ônewõ your PC is, thereõs a 99.9% 
chance that Microsoft has updates waiting for you to download and install. Click the 
òStart orbó (what used to be the Start button), select All Programs and then 
Windows Update.  
 

 
 
Once the update has completed, youõll very likely be prompted to reboot your PC. Do 
so now. 
 

Backup your device drivers 
 
*****Before you uninstall anything, youõll want to backup your Windows device 
drivers. Why? In case something goes wrong, and/or you uninstall a driver 
accidentally. Just follow the instructions outlined in this tutorial and youõll be set. 
Backing the drivers up while your system is completely fresh is a great idea and 
doesnõt take very long.  
 
Double-Driver is a free tool to backup and save your drivers. 
 

Uninstall the garbage 
 
And here goes. To get started removing unwanted software, click the Start orb, select 
Control Panel. From the Programs section, click Uninstall a program.  
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The Uninstall or change a program window will populate with all of the software 
currently installed on your PC. Depending on the vendor, and the specific PC/laptop 
that you purchased, there may be a lot of stuff listed, or not too much. In my case, 
there was a lot - and almost 70% of it was either unwanted or flat out garbage. The red 
arrows in the image below indicate just a portion of the software I had to uninstall. 
  

 
 
One of the benefits of removing this unwanted software is that a lot of it 
automatically runs each time your PC starts, and continues to run in the background - 
using up valuable system resources that could be put to much better use. As indicated 
by the screenshot below, my new laptop had a lot of software from the vendor that 
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provided me with no benefits whatsoever, and used up memory and CPU cycles to 
boot.  
 

 
 
So one by one, go through the list of software in the Uninstall or change a program 
list and uninstall what you donõt need. If youõre unsure of something, leave it for the 
time being until you can identify exactly what the program is, and then decide if you 
want to keep it. 
 
Again, depending on which brand of PC/laptop you purchase, you may be surprised 
to see that Microsoft Office has been included on your new computer. Before you get 
too excited, run it (open Word or PowerPoint etc). Likely youõll get a pop-up message 
telling you that this version of Office can only be used 25 times before you have to 
buy it. If youõre òluckyó it will be a time limited version, and you can use it for 60 or 
90 days before you have to purchase it.  
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The same may hold true with any security software (in my case, the Norton Internet 
Security package). It came pre-installed on my laptop, but it was actually just a 60 day 
demo. Because there are much better (and free) alternatives to Microsoft Office and 
Norton Internet Security, I uninstalled them both (and Iõll outline what I replaced 
them with later in this article).  
 
Some hardware vendors also like to òbrandó software by putting their logo on it. In 
my case, Internet Explorer came with a branded version of the Windows Live 
Toolbar.  
 

 
 
You can disable this toolbar by right-clicking on the main Internet Explorer bar, and 
remove the check from Microsoft Live Search Toolbar.  
 

 
 
But if youõre sure youõre never going to use that toolbar (as I was), it can be 
uninstalled via the Uninstall or change a program list.  
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Once youõve finished uninstalling software from the Uninstall or change a program 
list, click the Start orb, select Computer from the menu, and then double-click your 
C: drive. Open the Program Files folder. In here, you may find that even though you 
uninstalled a program, its folder (and very often some files) still remain. Delete any 
folders that belonged to software that you uninstalled. In my case (as seen in the 
images below) the folder Online Services remained, even though I had uninstalled 
every program that was associated with that folder. 
  

 
 
The final step in your cleanup process is to remove items from the Desktop (usually 
shortcuts to Web pages) and the Start menu. To remove something from the Start 
menu, right-click on that item and select Delete from the pop-up menu.  
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Repeat the above step until your list is trimmed down to the programs that you 
actually have installed, and the shortcuts you actually want to keep.  
 

 
 
Now youõre done - all that useless software is gone! 
 
 

Install needed software 
 
As I mentioned earlier, there are some great free alternatives to the òtrialó software 
that may have been included on your PC. Instead of using Microsoft Office, 
download and install OpenOffice.org. OpenOffice.org is a free, open source office 
suite that includes programs for word processing, creating spreadsheets, presentations, 
graphics, databases and more. And the best part is that if someone creates a file with 
one of the Microsoft Office programs, youõre almost guaranteed to be able to not 
only open and view it, but edit it, save it and send it back to them - and theyõll have no 
idea you werenõt using MS Office.  
 
Instead of using the Norton Internet Security Suite, I strongly recommend using free 
version of AVG anti-virus. Since Windows Vista provides a more than adequate 
firewall, you certainly donõt need to purchase one from a 3rd party. To make sure the 

http://www.openoffice.org/
http://free.avg.com/download-avg-anti-virus-free-edition
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Windows Vista firewall is turned on, open the Control Panel, select Security and 
click the Turn Windows Firewall on or off - and make sure itõs turned on.  
If your PC included DVD-playing software and you uninstalled it (as I did) - replace it 
with the much better VLC video player. Not only will VLC play your DVDs, but it 
supports a wide range of other video files and formats.  
 
If your PC included CD or DVD burning (recording) software, and you uninstalled it 
(again, as I did) - replace it with Burn Aware, a free application that lets you burn 
CDs and DVDs - even Blu-Ray and HD-DVDs if your PC has a HD-DVD or Blu-
Ray burner. 

http://www.videolan.org/vlc/
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