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WHAT YOU SHOULD EXPE CT FROM THE
WINDOWS 7 BETA

If you haven't already heard, the Windows 7 Public Beta is has been released through
the Microsoft website, and anybody that registers from now until January 24th will
receive a temporary license keyhe Beta 1 version. Today we'll run through the
features and what you should expect.

I've been using the beta for a couple of weeks, and yesterday | got my hands on the
official Beta 1 release, which is good enough to use on a regular basis ifoit wasn't

the hard cub f f dateé yes, the beta release
2009, after which it will stop working.

If you wanted to sum up Windows 7 in a few words: it's Windows Vista with a few

new features and almost all the annoyancesuaggcsb r e movedé and a
coat of paint. It's impressive, so we'll hop straight into the screenshots.

The Screenshot Tour

The default desktop for Windows 7 is clean and simple, and like almost everything in
this release, is really quite impressive.

The first thing that you can't miss is the new taskbar, which uses large icons instead of
taskbar buttons and integrates Quick Launch functjoatlihe same time. You'l

notice in this screenshot that the Windows Media Player icon isn't "active", because |
don't have arutitsbeen Riimeddo the pagkbaé
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%! the How-To Geek :: Computer ... & How-To Geek Forums - Windo...

The popup preview thumbnails have been enhanced to show multiple windows side
by side, which is much more useful than the Vista way, especially since Windows 7
combines windows by default: even if you have only two wingemwstloey will be
combined into a single taskbar button.

When hovering over one of the previews, Windows 7 will automatically flip to that
window so you can see in a larger view which window it is. Very useful for Word
documents, | think.

The new taskbar buttons also have a newctightmenu, which gives you access to
special folders or recent documents. There's a new API that allows apphi@atitbns
items to this list, so expect in the future for this to become a big deal.
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If you don't like the taskbar functionality, you can revert bdok Windows Vista
method by opening up Taskbar and Start Menu Properties (rightRrloglerties).

The "Taskbar buttons" setting will let you turn off the single icon mode, and you can
choose "Use small icons" to turn off the big icons.

ek Taskbar and Start Menu Properties

Taskbar | Start Menu | Toolbars

Taskbar appearance
Lock the taskbar

[ Auto-hide the taskbar

[T use smallicons

Taskbar location on screen: [Bom)m V]

Taskbar buttons: Combine when taskbar is ful v
Always combine, hide labels
Notification area Combine when taskbar is full
Never combine
Customize which icons and notificanons-appear .k m
notification area.

Desktop Preview

Temporarily minimize open windows when you place your mouse on
the far end of the taskbar.

Use Desktop Preview

How do I customize the taskbar?

The next thing you might notice is that there is no longer a "Sidebar" for the
Gadget sé vy o u-clicklon theadgsktop tarm choaseyGatigets to add more,
which can be dragged to the desktop anywhere you'd like. You'll also notice you can
get quick access to your resolution from here.
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If you want to dockhe gadgets to the side like you used to, you still can: If you drag
the desktops to the side of the screen, they will dock there:

The Start Menu ®ughly the same as before, although you'll notice the Shut Down
button is much simpler, and can be configured to a different action right in the
Taskbar and Start menu properties screen.
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pinned item, you can hover over it to see a list of tasks on tHendldide, with a
rather fun "slide out" effect that | can'tlseshow in a screenshot.
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have to try it for yourself to understand: things are just smooth.

l_—‘r Getting Started >’\L
@ Windows Media Center

Sticky Notes
-

% Snipping Tool
i/ Paint
J

"‘lj Notepad

* Solitaire
i |

»  All Programs

Tasks

“‘_; Learn about Windows 7

q_; Personalize Windows

sk Transfer yourfiles

&3 Share with a homegroup
’@ Change UAC settings

:? Get Windows Live Essentials
@9 Back up your files

3& Add new users

!; Make text larger or smaller

& Discover Windows.com

| Shut Down | » |
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When you search, the taskbar "morphs" into @ifell search screema huge
improvement from Vista, and the search results are pretty good, although still not
perfect.

Programs (1)

| &8 Command Prompt

Control Panel (4)
! Show or hide common icons on the desktop
@ Control the computer without the mouse or keyboard
@ Set up a microphone
@ Start speech recognition
Files (3)
geek
E¥ Windows PowerShell V2 (x86)
E5 Windows PowerShell V2

J2 See more results

% | | ShutDown | b |

Another really slick new feature lets you maximize or tile windows by dragging them
to one of the sides of the screené for
left side of the screenandiyol | see a gl ass window effe

And once you let go of the mouse, the window will take up exactly half of the screen.
Very useful for tiling windows
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This also works for maximizing by drag
the mouse at this point would maximize the current window:

This also works if you drag a window corner to one of the edges of the screen,
Windows 7 will let you make the window fill the whole space fromioibcm.
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